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fter an electoral process that took four months and involved three rounds of voting, Haiti has
elected its new legislature and other local and municipal officials. As expected, the official
results of the legislative runoff elections have confirmed an overwhelming victory for President
Jean Bertrand Aristide's supporters, who will now control the legislature as well as most city
governments. However, the successful completion of the electoral process has failed to stop efforts
in the US Congress to cut off aid to the island. The Sept. 17 runoff took place without the serious
organizational problems that marred the first-round balloting, but with lower voter participation.
While slightly less than 50% of the 3.7 million registered voters cast ballots on June 25, only 32%
turned out for the makeup election on Aug. 13, and for the runoff on Sept. 17 turnout was 30% (see
NotiSur, 07/21/95, 08/25/95, and 09/22/95).
On Sept. 28, the electoral council announced the final results of the runoff, which will give the
Aristide-endorsed three-party coalition Organisation Politique Lavalas at least an 80% majority in
the Chamber of Deputies and a two-thirds majority in the Senate. Lavalas won 17 of 27 seats in the
legislature's upper house and 69 of 83 lower-house seats. In addition, many independents who were
elected are Lavalas allies. Independent and opposition candidates won no parliamentary seats in the
first round on June 25, but they took 13 deputy seats in the runoff. Five of the 13 are from parties that
boycotted the elections: two from the Front National pour le Changement et la Democratie (FNCD),
two from the Comite National du Congres des Mouvements Democratiques (KONAKOM), and one
from the Parti Nationaliste Progressiste Revolutionnaire (PANPRA).
Lavalas candidates also won at least 70% of the 133 mayoral races as well as most of the 562 threemember township councils. Opposition parties dropped out of the race after their poor showing in
the first round, which they blamed on state patronage for Lavalas, but a spokesperson for Lavalas
said the party had won the elections fairly. "It is the fruit of our labor," said Gino Louis, who said
Lavalas was the only party to conduct a national campaign. "We expect a positive opposition." Four
remaining deputy seats and a handful of local council seats will be decided in a delayed runoff
election Oct. 8, the electoral council announced. Aristide said the elections were "an important
step toward democracy," and stressed the legitimacy of the process and of the legislators elected.
When asked about the low voter turnout, Aristide attributed it to his country's lack of a tradition
of democratic elections. He also praised the country's ability to carry out three elections in three
months, while acknowledging that the frequent elections also dampened enthusiasm for voting.
The US National Security Council advisor, Anthony Lake, made a 24-hour trip to Haiti after
the elections to discuss the next electoral challenge, choosing a successor to Aristide. Lake was
accompanied by officials from the State Department, Defense Department, and the Agency for
International Development (USAID). Lake met with Aristide and with UN representative Lakhdar
Brahimi to assess the progress of democracy in the past year. Spokesperson David Johnson said
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Lake received updates on efforts to establish economic development, hold presidential elections,
and train Haiti's national police force. Lake "thought it a good opportunity, more than a year after
Aristide's return, to assess progress," Johnson said.
After his visit, Lake said the crime rate in Haiti in recent months "has declined radically," and he
urged the US Congress to release US$3 million in funds for Haiti's presidential elections.
US aid to Haiti this year is US$235 million. Congress has already reduced it to $90 million for 1996.
In addition, Republicans in the Congress, led by the powerful head of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, Sen. Jesse Helms (R-NC), recently introduced legislation to block all aid to Haiti for
fiscal year 1996, which begins Oct. 1 and includes US$3 million for the presidential election. Backers
of the legislation want to condition aid on an improvement in human rights in Port-au-Prince.
Republican leaders have long been critical of Aristide, who, as a priest working in Port-au-Prince
slums, often denounced US policy toward Haiti and CIA meddling in the country's political affairs.
Although the US legislation is still being debated, the UN representative in Haiti has expressed
disagreement with the criticism of Haiti's human rights picture. "It's an internal American affair
and has nothing to do with Haiti," said UN mission chief Brahimi. "Haiti has many friends," he said,
indicating that others would provide money for the elections if US aid was revoked. Lake as well
praised the Caribbean nation's progress on human rights. "The human rights situation is simply
much, much better," he said, so much so that the USAID's human rights program had been "cut
back simply for lack of business."
The action in the US Congress angered Aristide, who points with pride to the improvements in his
country since his return. "We are a sovereign, free, independent, adult country that is the owner of
its own destiny," said Aristide. He added that he had not forgotten the geopolitical context in which
the country exists. "We listen and pay attention, but we will do what is good for the country and we
will do it as adults." Strengthened by his very comfortable majority in the legislature, Aristide is
expected to push forward with several measures he supports such as the definitive abolition of the
army and approval of dual nationality for Haitians living in exile, as well as the structural reforms
demanded by the international financial community.
Among the agreements made by Aristide before the US-led invasion that allowed him to return to
Haiti was to privatize some state-owned businesses and implement other economic restructuring
measures. After the election, Prime Minister Smarck Michel warned the new members of
parliament, which is expected to convene in October, of the fiscal consequences of failing to ratify
the structural agreement Aristide's administration made with the World Bank. "The structural
adjustment program has privatization aspects to it. So parliament may decide not to approve it,"
Michel said. "Fine, that is not my fault. But there will be immediate consequences for everything, to
pay for state salaries, to pay for education, to carry out projects."
According to Philippe Rosier, Michel's chief of staff, nearly 40% of Haiti's US$353 million 1996
budget depends on funding from international lending agencies that will result from the agreement.
Michel informed the new lawmakers that funding would begin to flow within 24 hours after the
fiscal austerity plan was approved. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 09/18/95, 09/25/95, 09/27/95,
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09/28/95; Reuter, 09/20/95, 09/28/95; Inter Press Service, 09/28/95; Associated Press, 09/21/95,
09/23/95, 09/27/95, 09/29/95)
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